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Abstract

From the 16th century onwards, the debate between empiricism and rationalism broke out again.
Rationalism was dominant for a long time at that time, but it also gradually exposed some problems.
Rationalists emphasize that only rational reasoning can provide a definite system of knowledge,
hold that sensory experience is not reliable, and even deny the possibility of science in an extreme
way, which causes some philosophers to reflect on and question it, prompting philosophers such as
Hume to think about the source and certainty of knowledge from a new angle. By the 18th century,
the Scottish Enlightenment emphasized reason, science and humanity, and encouraged people to
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use reason to explore nature, society and human beings. In this cultural atmosphere, Hume was in-
spired and inspired, and his philosophical research also reflected the in-depth exploration of hu-
man reason and knowledge, trying to understand human cognition, emotion and moral aspects in a
more scientific and rational way.
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