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Abstract

Marx’s alienation theory was most comprehensively expounded in the theory of alienated labor in
“Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844”, which has thus triggered considerable contro-
versies regarding the periodization of the alienation theory in the academic field. This paper con-
ducts a discussion from aspects such as the theoretical origins of Marx’s alienation thought, the evo-
lutionary process of his alienation thought, up to the further development of the alienation thought
in “Das Kapital”. It holds that the alienation thought is in an unbroken line throughout Marx’s aca-
demic development and will vary in its manifestation forms according to the background of the
times.
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