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Abstract

Marx’s theory of materialization unveils the essence of the “reversal” phenomenon under the pro-
duction relations of capitalist society. Specifically, it demonstrates that the relationship between
things has replaced the relationship between people, subsequently imposing the “logic of things” on
human beings. Lukacs adhered to Marx’s fundamental approach of analyzing the phenomenon of
materialization from the perspective of the material structure of commodities. By integrating We-
ber’s ideas, he criticized people’s pursuit of the “principle of rationalization” and exposed the per-
vasive infiltration of objectification consciousness in society. Building upon Marx'’s legacy, Lukacs’
ideas exhibit a distinct ideological critique, and there are three significant divergences from Marx.
In addressing the issue of materialization, the focus has shifted towards the awakening of “class
consciousness” rather than the abandonment of production relations. In terms of understanding
the ontological concept of “human”, it is regarded as an independent subject within the “subject-
object binary opposition” structure, rather than a complex social relational existence. When posi-
tioning capitalist society, it purely criticized it, lacking a positive dimension. These similarities and
differences also exerted a profound influence on subsequent Western Marxists.
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