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Abstract

Plato and Aristotle are the epitomes of Western classical philosophy, and there is a difference in
their ontological assumptions. Plato’s focus was on the “heavens”, believing that there is a “world of
ideas” that is constant and perfect; Aristotle’s focus was on the “earth” and believed that the real
world in which we live is the real being. The ontological perspectives of the two are not only the
collision of personal philosophical views, but also an important turning point in the development
of Western philosophy, which has had a profound impact on later philosophers. On the basis of clar-
ifying the ontological ideas of Plato and Aristotle, this paper compares and analyzes the similarities
and differences between the two ideas, and then serves as an entry point to explore the turn of
Western philosophy.
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