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Abstract

Animal issues require not only cross departmental coordination and integration, but also cross-cul-
tural collaborative research. The exploration of traditional animal concepts in both the East and the
West can provide rich theoretical value for contemporary animal research. Italian philosopher
Agamben discussed the binary distinction between human nature and animality, as well as the new
model of the relationship between humans and animals constructed to eliminate the hierarchical
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differences between the two. Traditional Chinese philosophy incorporates animals into the moral
universe of the unity of heaven and man, and this holistic transformation generates a new perspec-
tive and theoretical resource for contemporary thinking on the relationship between humans and
animals. By studying the differences in animal issues between the East and the West, and drawing
on the positive aspects of Western animal ontology, it is helpful to reflect on the relationship be-
tween humans and animals in today’s society. Through criticism and reshaping, innovation and con-
struction of a new harmony between humans and animals that is in line with China’s national con-
ditions can be achieved.
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