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Abstract

Reviewing the existing results on the staging theory of capital in academic history, Harvard profes-
sor Sven Beckert is not confined to the staging model of capital of previous scholars, but takes a
brand new perspective on the staging of capital. In “Empire of Cotton: A Global History”, Sven Beck-
ert uses cotton as a dividing symbol, analyzes the changes in capital caused by cotton production in
various periods, and explores the substance of the rise of the cotton empire, which was mainly in
Europe, to the reappearance of the new cotton empire in the Global South. By re-examining the new
forms of the cotton empire in its different phases, we will be able to understand the essence of the
new cotton imperialism carried by cotton, which will help us to identify the various confusing forms
of capitalism today, such as platform capitalism, digital capitalism, and techno-capitalism, among
others. At the same time, it can also deepen the scientific understanding of the laws of human social
development.
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