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Abstract

Mou Zongsan attempted to solve the problem left by Wang Yangming that the cognitive subject and
the moral subject were difficult to coexist through the theory of “the fall of conscience”, in order to
“open up” the cognitive subject from it and try to achieve the modern construction of traditional
Confucianism. However, the theory of “the fall of conscience” failed to solve this problem. The
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reason does not lie in that “conscience” itself cannot “fall”, but in that the “conscience” ontology in
the context of Wang Yangming’s thought is a moral ontology rather than an ontological existence,
and thus it cannot create all things. Since the reason lies in Wang Yangming’s thought itself, the best
way is to return to Wang Yangming’s thought to seek a solution. By referring to Wang Yangming’s
two concepts of “true self” and “self of the body”, “true self” is a transcendent ontology, while “self
of the body” is its manifestation in reality. The transcendent ontology has no distinction between
subject and object, and only its manifestation in reality has the dichotomy of subject and object. The
differentiation of subject and object relies on the self-objectification of consciousness. Under the
condition that subject and object have already been differentiated, the cognitive subject can occur
at the level of “self of the body”, and objective scientific knowledge can have a legitimate basis.
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