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Abstract

Zhang Zai’s philosophy of life system came into being in the middle of the Song Dynasty when the
society was in turmoil. It carries the theoretical exploration and practical efforts made by him as a
Confucian for the world and the people, and highlights his life attitude of caring for the world and
taking responsibility. The essence of the system is profound, the core lies in his theory of human
nature, and it also has a unique argument in its value pursuit, which also shows the two basic aspects
of transcendence and statecraft. This article focuses on Zhang Zai’'s philosophy of life system, and
intends to elucidate its transcendence significance from its discussion of “the nature of heaven and
earth” and “the nature of temperament”, and based on the analysis of the famous “four sentences of
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the horizontal canal” to interpret its statecraft.
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