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Abstract

In One-Dimensional Man, Marcuse critiques the homogenisation of language and thought in industrial
civilisation, pointing out that this homogenisation restricts the individual’s capacity for critique and
reflection, making people “one-dimensional human beings”. He argues that this phenomenon stems
from technological progress and the development of industrial civilisation, which has led to the com-
mercialisation of culture and the arts, the disappearance of political antagonisms, and the affirmative
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domination of the realm of thought. Marcuse asserts that transcending such a society requires the
awakening of class consciousness among the proletariat, the cultivation of multi-directional thinking,
economic dematerialisation, the defence of the proletarian position in politics, and a collectivist and
revolutionary spirit in culture, in order to overthrow oppression and build a society free from capital
exploitation. He emphasised that true freedom lies in negativity and critique, not superficial freedom
of choice.
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