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Abstract

The issue of “existence” or “ontology” is one of the most fundamental questions in Western philosophy
and also the most fundamental issue in philosophical research. It explores the most basic common-
ality that all things in the world possess at the most abstract level. Philosophers have engaged in
prolonged debates around the essence of “existence”. In the 20th century, language philosophers
intervened, triggering new debates in the context of analytic philosophy: Is “existence” a logical
predicate or a quantifier? Frege and Russell held the quantifier view, while Peirce and Strawson
advocated the special predicate view. Free logicians also supported the latter. This article mainly
narrates from the above three aspects and presents the author’s viewpoint.
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