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Abstract

Georg Lukacs’s concept of totality emerged amidst the social upheavals and theoretical reflections
of the early 20th century, profoundly shaped by the First World War, the Russian October Revolu-
tion, and the crises of capitalism. Rooted in a critical adaptation of Hegelian dialectics and Marxian
historical materialism, this framework emphasizes analyzing social reality as an organic whole to
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expose the essence of capitalist reification and alienation, while charting a path for proletarian lib-
eration. Lukacs’s totality marks a transformative revision of orthodox Marxism, offering a practice-
oriented analytical lens driven by class antagonism. It not only provided theoretical tools for un-
derstanding capitalist crises and envisioning socialist alternatives but continues to exert enduring
influence on critical theory today.
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