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Abstract

Kant’s treatment of animals is indirect duty theory, which directly excludes them from the scope of
moral subjects. According to the theory, Regan argues that moral discussions about human moral
patients should also be included, otherwise he commits the error of speciesism. However, this ap-
proach would lead to contradictions within Kant’s deontology. Out of concern for the requirements
of justice, Regan continues the path of Kant’s deontology and develops a theory of direct obligations
to animals. He extends the object of direct obligation from rational beings to all subjects with inherent
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value, allowing them all to enjoy equal respect. Although this overcomes the problems of Kant’s de-
ontology, Regan’s theory of direct obligation also faces challenges in both theory and reality.
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