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Abstract

Mou Zongsan's theory of “conscience kanxian” constitutes a unique theory in his academic system,
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and is one of the core components of his thought, running through his entire philosophical frame-
work, which not only serves as a clue to the development of his philosophical thought, but also as an
important tool for the deepening of his thought. The concept of “conscience kanxian” is mainly man-
ifested in four progressive stages: first, the transformation from personal cultivation (internal saint-
liness) to social governance (external kingship); second, the transition from exploring the essence of
things (the reason of existence) to studying the structural form (the reason of form); third, the trans-
formation from emotional and moral intuition (benevolence and consciousness of emotions) to ra-
tional analysis (wisdom); fourth, the transformation of non-attachment to the state; and fourth, the
transformation of the state of mind to the state of being (the state of mind and consciousness of emo-
tions).Thirdly, the transition from emotional and moral intuition (renxin juexiang) to rational anal-
ysis (zhi xiang); fourthly, the interaction between ontological reflection in the state of non-attach-
ment and ontological discussion in the state of attachment. Each of these stages plays an important
role in the development of the philosophical system of his philosophy, and demonstrates a trend of
gradual internalisation and metaphysical development. In particular, the second aspect—the evolu-
tion from “reason of existence” to “reason of form” —clearly reflects Mou Zongsan's attempts to in-
corporate the concept of the “reason of existence” into the “reason of form”. Mou Zongsan’s attempt
to combine the tradition of “knowing” represented by science and democracy with traditional Chi-
nese philosophy. Though the “kanxian theory” reaches a high level of abstraction, it still leaves much
to be desired in terms of resolving core issues such as “how kanjian is possible” and how to balance
the status of morality and knowledge. Overall, although Mou Zongsan’s “conscience kanxian” has con-
structed an innovative philosophical system, the practical application of the theory and the con-
sistency of its internal logic still need to be further explored and improved.
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