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Abstract

This study compares Marx’s “Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844” with Laozi’s “Tao
Te Ching” to explore their understanding of nature and its relationship with human activities.
Marx’s materialist view of nature and Taoist naturalism are fundamentally different, but both em-
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phasize the interdependence between humans and nature. The idea of labor transforming nature
proposed by Marx differs significantly from the Taoist philosophy of “governing by inaction”, but
both believe that humans should maintain a harmonious relationship with nature. This article re-
veals the similarities and differences between humans and nature through text analysis and com-
parative research, and discusses their implications for modern society and personal life.
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