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Abstract

The most distinctive theoretical hallmark of Marxism lies in its people-centered nature. Rooted in
the intellectual foundations of subjectivity from Western classical philosophy and the mass-ori-
ented perspectives of utopian socialism, this people-centered paradigm takes “real person” as its
theoretical core, elucidating humanity’s practical agency, historical agency, axiological agency, and
rights-bearing agency. Its ultimate value orientation is to achieve free and comprehensive human
development, with labor serving as the essential pathway to this goal. Today, some claim that the
people-centered principle requires no theoretical justification in the process of Marxism’s Sini-
cization, thereby reducing it to empty sloganeering. Therefore, clarifying Marx’s people-centered
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thought is of great significance for the practice and development of Marxist people-centeredness in
China.
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