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Abstract

Faced with the problem of the lack of scientific and democratic knowledge in traditional Chinese phi-
losophy, Mr. Mou Zongsan proposed the “conscience trapped theory” based on Kant’s thinking path
on reason and the “one mind, two schools” thought in Buddhism. The theory of “conscience trap” has
gone through different stages of development, from the theoretical model of “inner sage - outer king”
to “using benevolence to perceive emotions and converge wisdom”, gradually becoming theoretical
and metaphysical. The theory of “conscience trap” has significant implications for the modern trans-
formation of traditional philosophy. It not only abandons the rejection of traditional ideas formed
since the May Fourth Movement, but also makes an important attempt to compensate for the short-
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comings of traditional philosophy. However, we cannot ignore the internal contradictions of the the-
ory of “conscience trap” and the shortcomings in the specific argumentation process.
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