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Abstract

Marx rooted the theory of “alienation” in the critique of capitalist production relations, directly
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revealing the tragic situation of laborers under the capitalist system and constituting the core
weapon for criticizing capitalism. In contrast, in the context of the crisis of monopoly capitalism and
the low tide of the proletarian revolution in the 20th century, Lukacs, based on Marx’s theory of
commodity fetishism and integrating Weber’s ideas, proposed the theory of “reification”, expanding
the critique of capitalism from the production field to daily life and creatively extending Marx’s cri-
tique of commodity fetishism to the social, political, cultural, and ideological domains. Although
both stand on the critical position towards capitalism and are influenced by Hegel’s thought, they
differ in analytical perspectives, theoretical backgrounds, and specific contents: the theory of alien-
ation focuses on analyzing the alienated relationships between workers and their products, labor
activities, human essence, and others from the labor process itself. The theory of reification, on the
other hand, starts from commodity relations and the rationalization process of capitalism, analyz-
ing how reification permeates all aspects of social life, including the economic, political, and cultural
fields. By comparing the similarities and differences between the two, this not only helps us under-
stand the development of Marxist thought but also provides important theoretical tools for analyz-
ing and solving current social problems. In today’s era of globalization, technological revolution,
and the prevalence of consumerism, the phenomena of alienation and reification exist in new forms,
profoundly influencing individual lives and social relations. By reexamining the theoretical doc-
trines of Marx and Lukacs, we can better understand the essence of these issues and explore possi-
ble solutions.
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