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Abstract

Young Marx perceived the modern world as a dual opposition between civil society and the state,
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which manifested in individuals as the conflict between their dual identities: as citizens of a political
community and as selfish, self-interested members of civil society. Thus, the question of how to
unify civil society and the state transformed into the question of how to achieve universal human
liberation. In his “Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right” and the two articles in the “Deutsch-
Franzésische Jahrbiicher”, as Marx deepened his understanding of civil society, his approach to
solving this problem evolved. Initially influenced by Hegel, he sought a rational state to bridge the
divide between the two. However, he later realized that the inherent defects of the state could not
support their unification. Ultimately, he discovered the real roots of this dual opposition within civil
society itself. In Marx’s transition from critique of the state to critique of civil society, the dominant
“state” gradually receded in the quest for human liberation, while civil society ascended to promi-
nence. In the “Introduction to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right”, Marx identified the pro-
letariat within civil society as the force capable of transcending civil society and solving the problem
of human liberation.
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