Advances in Philosophy # %33 %, 2025, 14(4), 337-343 Hans X
Published Online April 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.144170

E=REFIRBAREEMFINNEIZLE:
MEAR#EFI B BGEHEF

W
TR ER, TLH5 25

Woks H . 202543100 FHER: 2025F4H1H; KAAHM: 20254F4H16H

R

BARBEMAEES PRI RN, TRIBARSCATER SR, S22 TR IRE N SR 2
WRAERE T EREMRACK A RV, FRHE R BA S B T EARN N EARKI RS . %R
H, ERETIHSESRS, BARGRCEAAERRAE NBUARANRERE, FEEMEF LR
REFUF B RESBE. HRTHMBATRARMAER, E2TAFROMETRAET BT T
BAREN SBUEBUI KRR R — —F BT AR SHRF EE R R, xR R A AR
BEST TAHEMN E LN RGN . REFEERRRYE, EENERRMUARKRMAERE, 1K
SRR RERME T EESR . EATEHRSHEEARAERNENRTIEMREF, SoREH 2T
B SZANRME: FREEENESIIINE, TUSCRATRLERYUHRE. MERFEETFHEARE
ERRAERREN, BATERMERESRERBRE ARARAUENE G REELTIALL
BIRRBHE, BRI SEEEMNELIRRERBNEES| %,

XK ia
EETEAR, BEEAR, BAREM, HFFIHRN

The Internal Logic of the Frankfurt School’s
Critique of Technological Rationality:

From Critique of Technology to Critique

of Politics

Peng Xie

Department of Philosophy, Soochow University, Suzhou Jiangsu

Received: Mar. 10t", 2025; accepted: Apr. 1%, 2025; published: Apr. 16%, 2025

SCEES| A U, VR TOAR S IRE R B N AE B BRI B BOAHEAI]. IR, 2025, 14(4): 337-343.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2025.144170


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.144170
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.144170
https://www.hanspub.org/

S

Abstract

While technological rationality has propelled the modernization process, it has simultaneously led
human civilization to face a structural crisis. The Frankfurt School, through its theory of technology
criticism, systematically elucidates the generative mechanism underlying the alienation of techno-
logical rationality, profoundly revealing the mechanism by which technology dominates the human
subject under the capitalist system. The school posits that, in the context of developed industrial so-
ciety, the technological system has evolved into an apparatus of control that upholds capitalist polit-
ical dominance and, through its semblance of value-neutrality, has been reified as a new ideological
carrier. Compared to other Western theories of technology criticism, the unique contribution of the
Frankfurt School lies in its exposure of the collusion between technological rationality and political
power—whereby the two form a new paradigm of control through intricate coupling—and in its sys-
tematic deconstruction of the internal generative logic of this process of alienation through dialecti-
cal materialism. Although there are theoretical limitations, its critical reflection on the phenomenon
of technological alienation still provides important insights for contemporary technological devel-
opment. In the wave of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, dominated by artificial intelligence and al-
gorithmic technologies, technological control exhibits characteristics of increased intelligence and
ubiquity: intelligent algorithms are reconstructing the mechanisms of social discipline, while indus-
trial civilization deepens the global process of reification. If the unidimensional, technology-suprem-
acist development model is persistently maintained, it will irreversibly trigger a dual crisis of eco-
logical system collapse and the alienation of human essence. Our country is currently at a critical
stage of modernization; technological innovation and rational construction remain important en-
gines for achieving high-quality development.
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