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Abstract

Marx did not develop a complete or systematic cultural theory; his cultural thought is scattered across
various works, including Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844. Taking the Manuscripts as
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an example, this paper argues that Marx critically inherited and developed the cultural ideas of Kant,
Hegel, Feuerbach, and Hess. Culture arises from human practical activities about nature, and its es-
sence lies in the objectification of human essential powers. Culture plays a crucial role in promoting
individual liberation and shaping ideal personalities, emphasizing the importance of its nurturing and
educational functions. Against the backdrop of deepening globalization, China’s construction of a
strong socialist culture must integrate Marx’s cultural thought, foster cultural confidence in the Chi-
nese nation, and advance the development of an advanced socialist culture with Chinese characteris-
tics. Currently, China should delve into the essence of its local culture, combine its specific realities
with Marx’s cultural thought, and inclusively embrace foreign cultures to promote harmonious cul-
tural coexistence and build a strong socialist cultural nation.
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