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Abstract

This paper takes the core proposition “Li Ren is beauty” of The Analects of Confucius, and systemat-
ically examines its ideological history and theoretical connotations through the combination of
scriptural exegesis and theoretical interpretation. The study points out that “Li Ren for Beauty”
takes “Ren” as the root and integrates the dual dimensions of morality and aesthetics: on the one
hand, “Li” has the connotations of both geographic and moral space, emphasizing the importance of
the external environment to the cultivation of virtue. On the one hand, “Li” has the connotation of
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both geographical space and moral space, emphasizing not only the normative role of the external
environment in the cultivation of virtue, but also the inner cultivation of the heart to uphold the
benevolence; on the other hand, “Beauty” is not an isolated formal category, but a unity of truth,
goodness and beauty with “benevolence” as the kernel, which is embodied in the harmony of the
system of rituals and music, the clarity of the realm of life and the unity of heaven and mankind. It
is a unity of truth, goodness and beauty with “benevolence” as its core, which is reflected in the har-
mony of rituals and music, the clarity of the realm of life, and the cosmic rhythm of the unity of
heaven and man. The study clarifies the unique value of “Li Ren for Beauty” in terms of the unity of
morality and aesthetics by combing the history of scholarship from traditional commentaries to
modern interpretations and by comparing Chinese and Western philosophies. The study ultimately
shows that this proposition is not only the theoretical cornerstone of Confucianism’s cultivation of
morality, but also provides contemporary society with ideological resources for the transformation
of traditional ethics and aesthetics.
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