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Abstract

Regarding the phrase “The essence of the mind is beyond good and evil” from Wang Yangming’s
Four-Sentence Teaching, the academic community has predominantly adopted two interpretations:
the “Supreme Good Theory” and the “Non-Attachment Theory.” In recent years, a new interpretation
known as the “Tacit Theory” has also emerged. Within the “Supreme Good Theory” alone, there are
various explanations such as “the supreme good is without evil” and “the root of goodness.” Alt-
hough these interpretations can justify themselves, they still contain theoretical loopholes. What
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“beyond good and evil” aims to convey is that within the “essence of the mind,” there is no duality to
speak of. Therefore, “supreme good” should be understood as “absolute perfection,” meaning that
the essence of the mind transcends specific notions of good and evil, and indeed all dualities, en-
compassing all dualities within itself, achieving a state of perfection where “the mind inherently
contains the principles of all things.”
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