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Abstract

At the beginning of the Lunar New Year, the Chinese animated film “Ne Zha's Magic Child Descends
to the Sea” (hereinafter referred to as “Ne Zha 2”) was officially released in theaters and rapidly as-
cended to the pinnacle of the global box office list of animated films. A retrospective analysis reveals
that in the summer of 2019, the inaugural release of Ne Zha’s Descent of the Devil Child (hereinafter
referred to as Ne Zha 1) marked a significant milestone in the evolution of Chinese animated cinema,
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generating a box office revenue of RMB 5.03 billion. The narrative of Nezha’s internal conflict, jux-
taposed against the allure of the demonic pill, resonated profoundly with the audience. The poign-
ant cry of “My destiny is my destiny, not God’s” encapsulates the thematic essence of the film. The
culmination of Ne Zha 2, accompanied by the poignant query, “Do you still want to change the world?”
leaves the viewer with a profound sense of introspection. The subsequent scene, titled “I want to
try,” serves as a poignant deepening of this thematic undercurrent. In the context of Sartre’s existen-
tialist philosophy, particularly the concept of “existence precedes essence,” this paper aims to delve
into the philosophical implications of the notion “my destiny is mine but not God’s.” It seeks to elu-
cidate the interplay between self-existence and self-activity, as well as to delineate the boundaries
of freedom. Ultimately, the paper seeks to deconstruct the limitations of the theory of destiny from
the perspective of essentialism.
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