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Abstract

In the Phenomenology of Perception, Merleau-Ponty proposes that time should be considered in
terms of time itself and that the concept of the subject should be recast in accordance with the in-
ternal dialectic of time. This proposal opens up the possibility of time becoming an essential ele-
ment for the establishment of the subject from a phenomenological perspective, and time thus be-
comes an indispensable constructive condition for the subject, thus opening up a phenomenological
discourse on the subject’s existence and the world under the structure of time-subject. However,
while time recasts subjectivity, Merleau-Ponty does not strictly reject that time recasts subjectivity
is not the only possibility of the relation between time and the subject, and that the sequential rela-
tion between time and the subject remains unresolved under the temporal perspective of the Phe-
nomenology of Perception, which leads to the criticism that the temporal-subjective structure of the
Phenomenology of Perception is unable to refute a kind of idealism. By failing to logically establish
whether time recasts the subject or vice versa in a structure of mutually generative relations that
has receded from the status of the self-sufficient subject, this paper attempts to reveal that the
source of the fragility of the temporal structure of the Phenomenology of Perception lies in the fact
that the mutually generative relation of the time-subject structure to the world presupposes as a
co-root - the time-subject. The intergenerative relationship between the time-subject structure and
the world presupposes a “temporality-analog” as the common root—the Prehistorical Simultaneity
of the intergeneration of the time-subject structure and the world. Temporality-analogous struc-
ture, which cannot be explained by “temporality” as a transitional synthesis. This transforms the
question of the logical possibility of tracing the relation between time and subject into the question
of the existential ground of the time-subject structure and the world, and thus reveals the inevitable
path from temporality to the existential ground.
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