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Abstract
Born in the 19th century, The German Ideology (here in after referred to as The Ideology) is a milestone
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work in Marxist theory. Its exploration of human nature has profound theoretical significance and prac-
tical value. In this work, Marx transcended the previous philosophy’s mere abstract speculation on hu-
man nature. Starting from the perspective of historical materialism, he regarded human nature as a
dynamic, dialectical, and historical category. This paper analyzes The Ideology to explore three dimen-
sions of human nature: animal nature, social nature, and self-nature. Animal nature reflects the survival
basis of humans as natural beings; social nature reveals the essential characteristics of humans in social
relations, which is the fundamental distinction between humans and animals; self-nature, through hu-
man needs and individual development, demonstrates the pursuit of freedom and comprehensive de-
velopment. These three natures are not isolated but are a dialectical unity thatinteracts with each other,
together constituting the entirety of human nature. Through this comprehensive analysis of human
nature, this paper not only reflects Marx’s profound understanding of human nature but also explores
its theoretical significance and practical value in contemporary society, providing important insights
for understanding the laws of human social development and achieving comprehensive human devel-
opment.
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