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Abstract

As is well known, the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 was published posthumously
in 1932, marking its emergence as an unpublished work from Marx’s lifetime. Its release after his
death sparked an unprecedented sensation in academic circles. Composed in 1844—a year of pro-
found significance—the Manuscripts reflect a critical transitional phase in Marx’s intellectual devel-
opment. In the preceding year, 1843, during his Deutsch-Franzésische Jahrbiicher period, Marx was
deeply influenced by Feuerbachian philosophy. By 1845, he began drafting Theses on Feuerbach,
hailed as the “first document to contain the brilliant germ of a new worldview”, which laid the foun-
dation for his materialist conception of history through its critique of Feuerbach. The year 1844
thus stands as a pivotal juncture, bridging Marx’s earlier philosophical engagement with Feuerbach
and his later revolutionary theoretical breakthroughs. Notably, the intellectual trajectory of 1843,
1844, and 1845 remains inextricably linked to Feuerbach’s philosophical influence on Marx. The
academic exploration of the philosophical relationship between Marx and Feuerbach has predomi-
nantly focused on perspectives derived from Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right and Theses on
Feuerbach to examine Marx’s transcendence of Feuerbachian philosophy. This paper, however,
adopts the earlier Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 as its analytical lens. By delving
into Marx’s intellectual turning point during this critical period, it aims to illuminate the germina-
tion and developmental trajectory of his critique of Feuerbachian philosophy, thereby revealing a
more nuanced progression in Marx’s early philosophical evolution. Examining the critique and in-
heritance of Feuerbachian philosophy embedded in the 1844 Manuscripts—a text situated at this
critical turning point—holds indispensable value for understanding the evolution of Marx’s thought
during this transformative period.
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IREIEER, B, FHREHRPRAELY. FRERIN, “BHE-HET”, NMERETEFEIN
Bz E . 52, NEECKRARS T 7 L, Bk NEER. B8, SUREREERD T,
SREURBRR S, R, NQIE T B, ANZE EFhESACHAR, HEER EANMUEAE
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