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Abstract

This study comparatively analyzes the reification critique theories of Georg Lukacs and Hiromatsu Wa-
taru, revealing their paradigmatic divergences and complementarities. Lukacs, grounded in Hegelian
dialectics, posits that the proletariat achieves the unity of subject-object through awakened class con-
sciousness, thereby sublating reified structures. In contrast, Hiromatsu deconstructs substantialist
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presuppositions via his “worldview of events” reducing social existence to dynamic relational net-
works, and identifies “objectification” as stemming from the misrecognition of inter-subjective rela-
tions. While the former emphasizes the redemptive role of historical subjectivity, the latter focuses on
the depersonalized genesis of relationality. In confronting algorithmic domination within digital capi-
talism, their complementarity becomes salient: Lukacs’ holistic critique exposes how data fetishism
obscures class consciousness, whereas Hiromatsu's relational analysis deciphers the power topology
underlying technological alienation. Synthesizing these approaches offers novel pathways for critical
theory in the digital age-integrating class consciousness with relational analytics to demystify data fet-
ishism mechanisms and reconstruct emancipatory politics.
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Table 1. Deep perspective of theoretical differences
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