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Abstract

As significant sources of Eastern and Western ethical thought, the Confucian school and the Socratic
school exhibit cultural characteristics of great research value in their construction of moral philos-
ophy. The Confucian school takes blood ties and family affection as the ethical foundation, building
an emotion-driven moral system that emphasizes the situational practice of ritual norms and hier-
archical moral judgments. The Socratic school, on the other hand, centers on rationalism, advocating
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the attainment of virtue through the discernment of knowledge and pursuing universal moral prin-
ciples and logical ethical reasoning. Not only do they form a cross-cultural dialogue tension, but they
also jointly point to the ultimate concern for the essence of human morality. This paper, through a
comparative analysis of their ethical traits, reveals their value orientations in different historical
contexts, providing cross-cultural intellectual resources for the development of contemporary
moral philosophy.
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