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Abstract

Although the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 did not directly use the concept of “so
cial justice”, by criticizing the ideological masking of national economics, interpreting the theory of
alienated labor, and revealing the historical path of abandoning private property, it deeply reveals
the root of capitalist injustice and outlines the practical landscape of a future just society. This arti-
cle is based on text analysis and argues from three dimensions: firstly, Marx criticized national eco-
nomics for making private ownership eternal, pointing out that its “formal justice” conceals the es-
sence of labor alienation and exploitation, and the paradox that workers “become poorer the more
wealth they produce” exposes the hypocrisy of capitalist justice; Secondly, by interpreting the the-
ory of alienated labor, Marx exposed the alienation of labor products, labor processes, class essence,
and interpersonal relationships, focusing the essence of social justice on freedom, equality, and jus-
tice. Thirdly, Marx proposed that “actively abandoning private property” is the fundamental path to
solving the historical task of social justice. Communism, as the “true resolution of contradictions be-
tween humans and nature, and between humans,” is not only a transformation of distribution rela-
tions, but also a dual revolution of production relations and human nature. The manuscript plays a
pivotal role in the Marxist theory of justice, inheriting the legacy of early legal criticism and laying
the foundation for the historical materialist view of justice. However, it still has methodological lim-
itations in speculative philosophy.
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