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Abstract

As a core component of the Confucian ethical thought system, Confucius’ concept of a gentleman
systematically depicts the personality of a gentleman. Its core lies in “benevolence, wisdom and cour-
age”, emphasizes the unity of internal moral cultivation and external behavioral norms, advocates
“righteousness for profit” and “righteousness before profit”, and closely integrates the realization
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of personal value with the assumption of social responsibility. It emphasizes the unity of internal
moral cultivation and external behavioral norms, advocates “righteousness for profit” and “right-
eousness before profit”, and closely combines the realization of personal values with the assump-
tion of social responsibilities. Promoting the gentlemanly spirit of “cultivating oneself with virtue”
and “establishing trust with propriety”, can provide traditional ethical support for socialist core
values and promote social harmony and the cultivation of the sense of responsibility. Especially in
the character building of college students in the new era, the gentleman’s concept of “combining
learning and thinking”, “prudence and self-discipline” and other methods of cultivating one’s moral
character can provide moral connotation and practical paths for the construction of the ideal char-
acter of college students. Its emphasis on family and national sentiment and sense of social respon-
sibility meets the needs of young people in the new era to take up the responsibility of national reju-
venation and is of great theoretical significance to the improvement of the value education system
for young people in the contemporary era.
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