Advances in Philosophy Y723 /&, 2025, 14(5), 479-483 Hans )
Published Online May 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.145272

BEENARSUAEEE

—&T (BRBHEZE) H3CARIE

BT 2
PR T SR, T BT
ks H . 20254F4H29H; FAHHEM: 20254F5H21H; kA HM: 20254F5431H

H E

BUARHE R Z AR ARG A R, AR R KBS RIS R, 201HL240FR, R
% « BN G - ERERFREWUH (BRIHEX) , MANES —MHEEREEEIIMREK
FEHEEXOEM, FFRRPESTAKFRIINE “BR” . £XE, BRI “BHR" HEZEHEK,
BBEFN R Kch, BRI E ST IE R R . RAEE, JIAEREALT
HATH, FEZARSAIRE BB R IRE R R R I RN .

XA

BE, HiE, HEi

The Limits of Enlightenment and Its
Implications for Modernity

—A Textual Interpretation Based on Dialectic of Enlightenment

Silan Wen

School of Marxism, Guangxi University, Nanning Guangxi

Received: Apr. 29", 2025; accepted: May 21%, 2025; published: May 31%, 2025

Abstract

The issue of modernity has remained a central concern for the Frankfurt School, with Critical Theory
serving as their proposed remedy for addressing the problems of modern society. In the 1940s, The-
odor Adorno and Max Horkheimer, utilizing their key theoretical tool of Dialectic of Enlightenment,
proclaimed to the world the emergence of a new barbarism cloaked in the guise of refined rationality
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and directed their analytical scalpel toward “Enlightenment” itself. In this thesis, beginning with the
logic of “Enlightenment”, we progressively move toward its critique, thereby revealing the method-
ology through which these two scholars dissected the dilemmas of modernity. We maintain that as
long as the construction of modernity remains an ongoing project, the intellectual resources of the
Frankfurt School will continue to exert their critical influence.
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