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Abstract

The idea of “combination of Taoism and instrument” contained in the spirit of traditional Chinese
craftsmen provides rich cultural resources for the construction of contemporary science and technol-
ogy ethics. The traditional society’s “technology carries the Tao” emphasizes the organic unity of skill
and morality, while the process of modern industrialization has led to the technological alienation phe-
nomenon of “separation of technology and technology”, which makes the development of science and
technology gradually break away from the constraints of ethics. There is an urgent need to re-examine
the modern value of this traditional wisdom. The spirit of traditional craftsmen needs to realize the
transformation of modernity, and it is necessary to sublimate “utensil manufacturing” into “meaning
production”, emphasizing the humanistic significance behind technology; construct a new epistemo-
logical framework of “embodied cognition” and “technological contemplation” to provide a philosoph-
ical basis for ethical governance in emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence. Specifically, it
is necessary to establish an institutional system of “technology-ethics” collaborative governance to re-
alize the coordinated development of technology and ethics. Integrate the spirit of craftsmanship into
the STEM education system and cultivate scientific and technological talents with ethical literacy; cre-
ate a “new craftsman culture” in the metaverse era and inject new vitality into the construction of sci-
entific and technological ethics. Through the discussion of the historical transformation and modern
enlightenment of the idea of “combination of Taoism and instrument”, this paper provides a useful par-
adigm enlightenment for the construction of contemporary science and technology ethics.
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