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Abstract

This article delves into the profound impact of Platonism on the historical construction of Western
philosophy. It comprises four parts. The first part outlines Platonism’s fundamental concepts, including
the theory of ideas, justice, epistemology, and political philosophy. The second part examines its in-
fluence from a historical perspective, starting from ancient Greek philosophy, through the integration
with medieval Christianity, to the emphasis on rationality in modern philosophy. The third part sum-
marizes Platonism’s contributions and extensions to philosophical issues, laying a solid foundation
for the development of Western philosophy and inspiring later Western philosophers to delve deeply
into knowledge, truth, and existence. The fourth part concludes the article, providing crucial perspectives
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and insights into understanding the core issues of Western philosophy and the historical value of
Platonism through an in-depth analysis of Platonism.
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