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Abstract

The issue of knowledge and action, as a pivotal proposition in the history of Chinese philosophy, demon-
strates dynamically evolving theoretical connotations. Wang Yangming’s philosophy of knowledge-ac-
tion is rooted in the Confucian mind-nature theory tradition established by Confucius and Mencius,
while constructing a distinctive School of Mind system through critical engagement with the Neo-
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Confucian doctrines of the Cheng brothers and Zhu Xi from the Northern Song period. Aligning with
Song-Ming Confucian scholars, Wang inherits the Confucian ultimate concern of “inner sageliness and
outer kingliness” in his scholarly paradigm, with his theoretical orientation concentrating on the
inner transcendence of moral subjectivity. This study approaches Wang Yangming’s conception of
knowledge-action through the lens of moral cultivation theory. The analytical framework encom-
passes four dimensions: first, tracing the intellectual lineage informing the formation of his knowledge-
action doctrine; second, deciphering the core tenets of the “ontological unity of knowledge and ac-
tion”; third, investigating the methodological framework for achieving sagehood through self-culti-
vation practices; fourth, assessing the theoretical legacy within the history of Chinese thought. Through
meticulous textual analysis of Wang’s works, this research elucidates his moral philosophical sys-
tem-centred on the mind-substance, grounded in innate moral knowledge, and actualised through
practical cultivation—thereby revealing its creative transformation of the Confucian practice the-
ory tradition.
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1. H{T BRI
L1. fLFBEHENR

RN R EIREIIE NAL T E BRI, AT RIR A R LT R Oy — AR AR, FLT AN
AR RN, FHIRRESRE NG, LTE MR ARER 23], WRFEHIRK®E, L
Tomf: “=NT, BARINE, FEEEMAL, RAEEMSZ. 7 [T XTI ST Mk 2
BOEREE, S “R1” RS 477 MR 7, XM T RN NEFRRRTP, LTS U R
TN T FMETAT” , ZEsRRE RGN R EEE R R H U ok, H2REA R, BT
FEAT T EE R T AT, ARERERTITG « FERATHUAL DT, fL7 o “177 s, B Ok, ik
LU 298 B AT R e £ SE B B SRR A, S U 2 R B E T HR, AT KRR,
LT EIAT R RM — B, EET . BARkU, LT mIEEDAT N, JF HSRIE AT R — 2,
X2 E R RBR B R AT 7 2 AR B T AR .

1.2. ZFREHRE

F T AERT N ZER B SO T AT e o EikERe, Rl B “I0sgug” , izt
Fidbk ey B DA ARZ D . FEF T O ET A ROHES AT I LT 318 I AR 1R Tl
Z b, TR T B P07 RO R IBOE AR, X MR SR IR R E R, SR
EONRFE BB AL TR RS BB LRI S, () amiA B stk g, i
ORI BN AE TRSEHUEME BRI, XA AL RS, RRE A S TG
KRG — T EROERE IR 2], EMESRE, & Tl WSS TR Wl AMUSL TE
TSI A FEVE MR, SRS 1 “BIAARRI TR M 2 B, SXOUR WIS rh OO BB A AR SR
T VEWARE . FERATHALT T, E T YORRSEAT R, EALAR, YOV REILRITE, ([ERERIR. & TR
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ER IR 7R EAE, JFHARRTHTH “REW” , feth “RE7 BN “L” 24K, “RHu”
FESERTAER, BENANK “RA” HE—FR, NZRE K “RA7 AT RN, HEMYI 4
AT & P FBAE, fRE T BRI IR,

1.3. REAEF IR

TREREES, BEVOY R BTSSR B e R, R 2T R AR AR i
PIAYR, AiAy “BE” J& “Hn7 BOME—RUR . FERLEERE EA SOOI R AL, B DL 2 N R Al
PEFRRL” , “WLEZE” s R RSRAGH, EERIER A eSS B, i “AEPERT R
FEAMEIN R E BLRESRAT AR, M0 IE I A B TR AT R HOIA R, XM NBTRE TR . ER
TRAR L, BEBUESKAN 64T )5, 0 H A b7 boAT B0, 78S NS SE BT 2 d “Fn” 8% <177,
M “AT” HHBT 7 o ERBkK T RS, HHEE AT N AT BERRIER, T ER
AT TR, BEAFERE, R AT FEEMAL, Ay “AT7 R R A IRAEM
SMERIL, RIS R 2 HANHIME— bRk,

RBINTTHETTYEHA L, XA P, RETIOETIY, ERRA XA E 2 PR 52,
FATEM SR BB, RFEY A 7 o R4 R T IXMIEAR, JRRIE T ORIE” 1)
M, AR SRBEARE, EHBAREFT LMK FERTRER L, REMNEEEZ A,
WA 7 RAFTEA R, RS TEERIAE, T 477 W BRI TE RS, RUSAMART “%017 1)
BARBAT . R RIFEE 7 RIFATI, - s, RO WRE, TRE” [3]. MEITREA
SRS, R X AT A MR SRR EAE B R AE, AR B,
R HE T HE AR L. (H2 77 BRET “F7 1, TRMEE K, IF B MR . W
TS S, SEE S HE . EFHIk R R R TR B AT IR AR, BRI TRUT SR, S
ATAHRAE G, AR, BAT . REXN T REMBEBBAZIN NG S, WHEEE TR RS
A FH BRI 2H K

2. FUTRBHAR

BARWIE 2 Z 5, “H7 A AT R R WAAEAWIRRE, EBIE AT B A SR, X £ B lEAT
THEARTR e, 3R OO RIER” A “RIATE 7 MBS, RS “HRM” BHK.

2.1. 1HEPEE

FRHBART 07 Mg A prak R e N BAR . BTG, SREMORIEL, REOAEE, HENA
SR TR N, B, T RS, HAERR i EEAS BB TG, EEZIEN
SEMEATEA M EWEIR[4], ERHBE U ORI A, FUEISALE R O WEH Z ey, F2
ZHVREE, MEEN AR ([5]: p. 322)0 IR YO FEA R — Uk FII A, ARREZ RIS, A
BIXFEES], I HIXFPRETERER ST MIRRG B B SR BLOorr, KR O IRIERERE . ok, OIFIEA
MR E, FEABHEZE— T WA R, IRES T LB BNk, (HEF B4 B4
AR HLRIGER, DREFENRE. &a, MEREARKE, EHHIAOCETEIMIARIE, NFHE
FEEN, TR FTE O AR, IXFERRRRGN ), AT Y o IR CER” FR AR R, Ak
& F SR FFI N A 2 0 T BB — U, 17X e s B AE AN R R ) B % B B .

SFOSEKR, FHEE, “Hbsg, OZ &M, REM, RZFEUNE, KZTHMN
B, RZTMRNWAE. TRk, BTG, MEERKTEZ L. 7 ([5]:p. 214) X i H B 20
I3, BIRIMIT ATk, 20t HARIPRAS, TR BN AFE, “07 MR DR AR T
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XFHMEFEVIRI AR R, X AR NZE Dy “B87 78 <07 o, Uk EH ISR H 7 O BIE” #U A
FEEHIER, RO ZANEEBR, WAL T, ARG ROAR. X536 N E R
WY SE A 5 ARRRE . — D ISR OB 0, IR AtitA 2 “B”7 , IR KA
FHRUOCEH <07, BatbgiichF <387 FERYE, MR TFEASTEREEN L7, hE—E
Fibz “E7, BAERAEETEER <07, MRS “F WAEE T . FIBAR TR N AR
T n” B ML SERAMAEENIL S RNRR, BEASRAAOZT, FAZWETIETY
A, FE, YA MAGAE, B PrUREHERITR, WA BIUHR, Ry ok “ 37 g«
Yo b, R SR AE DRAGBE, X AR N SCER B A AR, MINERR, A AR .

XTSI R, BIHTCrR O 5B R R R, BIFAEAE, RO TH, DA SHE
HERABEXL, RAWCKHHEREENZ L, EREA TE . MEMIEAIEE S g L F
FERERF W IERY, RO AR 5 Rt At = R W), =B T 024
f—IFY. ERHBIEGE <0 ER” . W7 FFARERTT “0” TIHALAEAE . b8 24— ANl ) 1 )
Bl5: Bh AL AU, RAETHEE AL B RAAAEN), RRAMAKRNITESD, JEARARK “0” FAEMR
o, AHREHPRA RS N EBITERIHR, XIERAR) <07 SRR, et AP ET AR
LT, HEMAEIEN, RIEMBE L ZI Sk, ERSEI R 1, FERRA T H
FEENE . B AT R W “0” RER, FERSRIEAGHE R H 07 BT, BrbLEHRBIRR “O
ShERN” o BRI a7 BE CHET

22. TE—WEEFRT—HERA

MNEGSCE BRI ORI BRERh S, i — P8R T “RAT —U, AR TR & D Z
A, ERHERA, RHGTPIN “—47 g —NWAE—E “ N7, TR b (8] % Fh 34 kA ke i
FERRAT—A “ N7 H S WHARNR IR, X — R0 ST H Ry ", ANk “K
N7 5 “ORN7, MXFEFXAIHE TS “HE” , maeh “BME” PiRANET “07, REEIA
MRS ARG X 07 B AR CREN o AT RERS, THERE T “RiTE—" R, %
ITE—" BRTE “ R MERRATH, SHIBRAREIN 70 “ R 2“7 o 178 “FirE&—" 1k
RE, “—7 ETHUIATUN “RE” 8 “RE” ;. /7 e “B7 mER A7 BlE “EIRE
7 o BT EBEYE CRE &4 A7 5 R WITTHR, WCCRAT” B R BIRHRAT, Wk
e CRAT Z MY M AT AT KIRT R 2 R, B R FIRHA—. IELfl AT
CRBATHI R, ATRI TR FURIT 28, TR, 7 ([6]:p. S)MAIT&—M, Frel, “H il
—M51, CEATE; Rii— M7, SEAME” (6]:p.5)-

HERISIA RENFI P, ERHBE IO “CRE7 & ORARMK, N NEE RAL, R0 AR TS R
N REIER), R R RN AR 0N “ R, AHEmE I HEE A “Ra” /i),
ik, RE5ERS 0. TS 3O B R 50 a2 R A, WA NBFRMBEH K, X P Rt
el M7, RERIIUER, NRAFLRER, X—Kk “RA” stEch 7AW T2 JE 1 bs
#HE, MAANIA “RH”, XEANRA 7THEELIENGE ). EHWAMEE, “RE” MU E
WRARARAE, BRI R B ST ARSI, 7R CRA AT RIEEERIE AN AN, XEAAR
B, NREAREY “RE7 HR R AT, BT LRI AFE . X — 208 A Ml fE e “Hmsun” .
FRHBA#E— DRI, R priem PR REmERN BT, HEM XU CEELE, 2iERE. 7
BT DU SO — P4 “ RN7 R CATiE s, B “ose % o ERHBARE R “ RAN7 AR KA, i
IWRNARBART O, R ER, AfeEBEE, RNk EREMZIE IR, Xk “<&” ENT
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HITASEHAT AN FBL RN “87 AT “387 AREIERN “RA7 . RJEAEERAL EHVEAN
“BUAHATREE, RX RAEE SRR L, WS REYASILE7]. HEFD ANKEEIIAUK
SPRANEN T, BT AEBHBIA Y AATTRL“ R0 Dt S bn 2 AT B A W X A RE T AN S8 R 3RA 1,
M2 EMANNBETR MK, KBRS RET. — DAKIERZ AT R3O, R EMAERE . iz
TS AMAL, XL “R0 7 JRE_EE, RAREEECRE. 3R DAL N R IR SE R B AR A4
TSR 2, XA RE R EME] “BURT o 7E “BURT KRR, AABERAAARIT S, BIRARR T BUE A
NEAT AR “ BA” FHwZE, REMTIEER] “BRAM” , X2 AR AT RSB “s47 .
PrUVELA B FIER) “BUR A, mEEE] “BURT . R ERT R, OB WARER T
A7, EFHBERmME BRI BE, R 5 AT daE o, “afra 7 BEHEIT.

3. ®i: AANBETRAEA

AR — R, ERIIIR ARt “mEE” , RUJTELAN R WA NB TR A, 0 ARSI
IESRFEOVEA . ERHBISRHIN “ REANEAR” —Ui, HoHEE TN NI ROV R . 8NN
HA CRENT MK CRENT RRAAE, RRERN BT, PR NEA BEE N R A KA. (A
I ERHBI R O RIEE” , RELARLFAMASR TN R B, N« RAN” B S BB Sk, A0
AR R WAT, EANZTBRE RO N, RAERDIA TR e 5k H QIR JPR <27 8
REVRE P A AR TIRE) RS EONER I “ RA o MR ZMAN B 5 rE, ERRAZEA
R, SR AR REsh I, B EAEEKE . BANE ARG S8 EREE LB E,
R AR, EAREEEERTAEE 8]

FFHRER “OZPrRERE” , XA RSN N RSN TR K S, AT R
EAR A NBE[9]. A NEFRAELHR, XA 87 S ER PR s, WS 7 B EE
P, TR E R S AR B AR, RAREIE RS T ik s, AR EES A
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