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Abstract

This paper examines Aristotle’s philosophical categories of dynamis (potentiality) and energeia (actu-
ality) as ontological devices for addressing the stability of substance (ousia) in a world of flux. By ana-
lyzing the entropic characteristics of dynamis—immediacy, unidirectionality, and teleology—and the
teleological function of energeia, the study demonstrates how Aristotle’s framework dynamically rec-
onciles the tension between “being” and “becoming.” Dynamis, as the “origin of change,” inherently pre-
supposes the necessity of motion, yet its teleological orientation ensures that all potentialities ulti-
mately serve the completion of energeia. Actualization, marked by instantaneous actions (e.g., “seeing”
or “carving a statue”), operates as a final tribunal that legitimizes new entities through teleological de-
termination, thereby securing ontological certainty amidst change. The paper further explores Giorgio
Agamben’s and Martin Heidegger’s reinterpretations of Aristotelian potentiality. Agamben emphasizes
“impotentiality”—the capacity not to act—as a subversion of traditional teleology, arguing that poten-
tiality retains its integrity even when unactualized. Heidegger, conversely, reconfigures dynamis as
Seinkénnen (“being-able-to-be”), embedding it within the temporal structure of Dasein and emphasiz-
ing its openness to possibilities. Despite these innovations, both thinkers remain bound by Aristotle’s
teleological framework, wherein potentiality remains subordinate to actuality’s demand for ontologi-
cal affirmation. Central to Aristotle’s system is the entropic nature of dynamis: as a preprogrammed
force awaiting activation, it functions merely as an intermediate phase destined to dissolve into the
stability of energeia. Actualization, in turn, operates as a metaphysical mechanism that retrospectively
validates all changes by asserting the full existence of entities. This teleological chain not only resolves
the classical paradox of “being vs. becoming” but also reflects metaphysics’ deep-seated pursuit of cer-
tainty. The study concludes by reflecting on the contemporary relevance of this paradigm. In an era
dominated by technological “enforcement of actualization,” the tension between predetermined ends
and the indeterminacy of potentiality calls for a critical reengagement with Aristotle’s framework. Fu-
ture research could explore how to revitalize the subversive potential of dynamis—particularly through
Agamben’s “impotentiality”—to resist the homogenizing forces of technological rationality while pre-
serving ontological openness. By integrating textual analysis of Aristotle’s Metaphysics with modern
philosophical critiques, this paper underscores the enduring significance of the “potentiality-actuality”
schema as both a historical solution to ontological instability and a provocative lens for contemporary
metaphysical discourse.
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