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Abstract

Substance (¢i) and Function (yong) constitute a distinctive pair of categories in Chinese philosophy,
serving to explicate the structure and state of existence. The concept of ultimate reality (benti) also
derives from this categorical framework. Wang Yangming’'s metaphysical construction is deeply in-
fluenced by this paradigm, yet the precise meanings of substance, function, and ultimate reality have
long been subjects of scholarly debate. To clarify Wang Yangming’s view on the unity of substance
and function (tiyong heyi), this article examines the notions of substance, function, and ultimate re-
ality from both cosmological and metaphysical perspectives, and thereby elucidates the implica-
tions of his doctrine of the unity of substance and function. The article argues that, in Chinese phi-
losophy, the metaphysical meaning of substance refers to a generative, dynamic structure or sys-
tem. Consequently, ultimate reality is understood as a dynamic, interdependent whole system that
serves as the origin of the world. In Wang Yangming’s philosophy, ultimate reality is identified with
Principle (Li), which refers both to the inherently possessed moral goodness of the human heart-
mind and to the objective order of the world. The propositions “the heart-mind is Principle”, “there
is no Principle outside the heart-mind”, and “there are no things-event outside the heart-mind” all
presuppose Wang Yangming’s holistic and monistic understanding of the structure of existence,
namely the doctrine of the oneness of all things and the monism of the heart-mind. In this dynamic
system of the oneness of all things, the boundaries between internal and external, subject and ob-
ject, self and things are dissolved, and the heart-mind and things-event form an integral whole—
thus legitimizing the aforementioned propositions. Function, then, is the efficacy, operation, or man-
ifestation of substance within concrete affairs and events. Wang Yangming holds that substance and
function are interdependent, inseparable, and simultaneously present—the unity of substance and
function (tiyong heyi). This doctrine posits that while substance and function are inseparable, they
are not identical. Rather, they represent two distinguishable yet simultaneous aspects of a unified
whole.
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1. By

SRR o [F 2 2o P A WA, AR G R B A B R . P SR S A A 2 L AR S
2 FeF, ForBRALE T AR RO It G A AL ) B, U L S K A AE AR 1
(ti Substance), “FHEER Bk’ . RILHBMSE, i (yong Function) & FRHE SIS 4 135 2
FI: ATRAK, HORRAL REERAR, PR AORMA, B (1. Bk BRE X, Gk
$E T PR R I . T T R I B S (thing/things), 11 FITS 0 523 — S0 I EL AT RIS B AL
FIRE MRS, RIS BFE AP, SR AR A, F (yong) & A ) S,
KR . & 53hAE. domt SIS &, 1R A B Y. 3 TG T2 i s,
WERAR SR, WISk, RIS, KGRAE ST RS, WEM A 3T A K
TFF, AT AULR FA R () AETE, ARSI AR (), A (ultimate reality)tt

Tk
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ABUGE o AN T W TYAFAERIRAS, RFTAI R NAEARTT, A Z R AR T BARS9+ 3
A& FRThRE . VEFANGESD . A R BEIE R A (A 2 BN S S AN O 4 RERERAR,  [R] I A A i i
TR R E AT SE o M IR A BE FH B B AR WL 7 T A R BRI, PRIk, BEARATFZ IR A
FHNEWE R 2 R 5 SOMARAS AR B2 PRIV TR )2 5 SCAMRES ? 52 o] B AR R e A7 76 2 W)
MIAFAEIRAS 2 T BH AR A 2 o SO AT DR A 5 T 2 SR R K 2 DA [ iR S 25 0 g D) 1] L

2. {&(Substance) 5 A& (Ultimate Reality)Z &

WHRIE AR 2, AT — RINEAE, A BB TR AHT .

(—) WA

1. REWRE RS S ERELR

PR(t) R E R E R I sE . BRI R R AR R BB S —. D AR BERTLME4
WA DIES R, HR AR SR E NG, B — N AFHE AT R, 2N a1S DLERERI K
SRS, WER L, AENLI, BIREEEAEN S AR SR, R—MEAEAMRENAEY
i AR, AR A B s I, R R S RS B IAT S, RIHERATE A A SRRy —
P RARTS . A58 (experience) & A I B & H IEOR 1 H RAKI I, HE MR E R R, FEIRE
RN NS, SR X MR B A N IR LE R T M. RS RIS SR i) 0 R BX MR 2 1
RISPERR N “ARIGVE” , “ORIRTE” MRER “HRIN” BLCBRIE” ([2]: p. 146). RIW R NI EIEZL,
BRSBTS R, I8 AR IR AR A AR — R SR B AN NSRRI R SRA B . (HIX
HABRA b [ 2 2 P A7 A8 S R B G AR — 0%, RN T DA B AARI6 (0 G A BR I . MR
B, WAL, REAS Sk, RANSHA IS, w5 5k, JRATT RS B A A
SR (TR RN/ ) i | B ST N i Y DG BUME R e 2L (7 SV GSIRTAY PR o

2. BERRE—ANEIIRREMEHA)RSISEHMN RS

BEAh, RFEEIRIZ RIS UE TR — DN E N A frRs s (D ISR R 40, IX LE T R AURE ()
IR B AR ()RR E . ATRAUL, SRR SRR, SR T A AR SRS 715 s A g R
W71, DR SRR T A NG — AL fEIX R, FRATAT LU R B R AR (SEAA), A A A RS
JIrRFH(ThRE) . XRIUEWI I SRR SLAA) S5 (ThRe. ik B RA T #IR) . H2 A S E0E
B, MBI S AR TE S ) SRR BSOS S A AT . LR UL, DUSEAR BRI, T — N
MR, HA A S RE R DR s A R E & FRERIE T 58 () X M &5 30,
ANEE S 5K AN F IR A AMA S B T H Z B R . AL BT PR R SN SR g T Bk
2, BlNRE: 15— NGB RR WA HFORSEI, Gl EH. Temar, MiI#—2l s
WEISATAI R VIO, BRI SE B fA (10) il ek s s sl Dl e (FH ) T A B AR A1

(Z) A4 (Ultimate Reality)

1. RARENBNEN. HEKBHEERS

EREE T, R RIS — AN RFEHEARE . AR F510 2 BV IARIEARIE, e ) &
TR STARBISE . AR “AERCT R AR DA S I ISR Sk, TEEOGE A EAT, HEAB4ERER
e EAT— UL R IR T AR SRV AR AR . ARSI RBAE T, B — MBI HY) BIE 1 T2 i
FEALTISFE” (2] p. 148). DAL, AMRX—#E& BA ARG FEISHAE S L, e REARR 7400
S, NARWFE IR PR R EIXAN R L, AR TR K. BER. B IR, SR
NS, PUNARRIBE SRR “FHY” o “X 57 REWIISE. “WRBITE A WML
e, MR AR MO FEE A S SE 5 IR, A AR R AFLE (being) . A Bl(becoming) FIIHL St 5 (the
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actual world)[&5 &7 ([2]: p. 149). R, AARAE R EMLINSLAE — A4S B B FE AL FNAR ELAR S I Ak 2
G, FINHIEVI RIS « 2B E RN (CEAR) AN A CRAR) Z [ R RLERAR OGO R ([2]: p. 150). fEH
EEZh, AMeEE == BYIRE: — NI E S A QSR A SR ARG R i 2%
i, INREMEWE S SRR RIS E S I 5 OB —1k. NEKNS 5 ERETINFERIUIR
R E N A, WHEATEIEEEERN S, N TIEI IS (R E) .

2. TP RAE: E(Principle)

EEMHPME R R, AERIEE T (Li, 50f% “Principle” ). EFHUIFI 23, KBEESHANTTH
e S H—, 18 “D8” SRS B8, R e, SCERATHR” o Bt ST FRIE
T2 %3, R—FNETHYMEEAFETERE, KREE —REOMEERRMARR Y, A% M
2, BZ, AV “RE” SEEZHE. It R NRBRMEZ I, J& 710385k 18 20,
F BH AR L 9 A6 A O (heart-mind)? B, [ 401 3 (innate moral knowledge). 188752 “RIL” AL H 2 AR
GRaR, IR COEPER” CRABDE” o SRR B, B CORETHERYYE, WRFZHTHE L
. REFEZ T HIG - NIRRT, F0IBTZFEZ KT 7 ([3]:p. 39). MIEAEIE Y518 18 T AR
FAEEM S, “CLRPER” A ¢ RANEDE” ERIEER TG N R SRR (H2, EHBEMLL Eigid R g
W7 BT 488 2 DU RIS A 2 P A AE T 0 dX — ), TN BT AR BRI B, 2 St m DA “ 0 BB
Mg ?

Fxb, “LHE” RRARERAVELRLE “BR” MHAZRRE S, MIEAVMEAMZEE
WHNET L. WEME: “HIk, UAMzEhk: Bk, Y2 E R0, R
PRI AR 7 (3] p. OSVETFFHIIE K, LARGTCSEHRANE, Eld e R Y. &
AR CRE” HAk, T2, NOARSBWE T, HIge R 2 “BUR” BYAKRKET, i “iFH
W, BREEL” , MTAE Y A BRI T 00 FETX— 5, ERHBRH 0 e” , miaamAa
W 50X EE TR, HEEESE NI A R RISk, O ik ] 2%, H
AN BIEIEE AN, 1% R AL T AN . Hodr, e ) X — Al
BN S E O

B FTER Y, YIBNEA, HWm “O04TEH” . EFHEXT “4)7 (things-event) I AL %€ & “ 7 2 FT7E
27 ([3]:p.5), BIEIRFTIRMIMNT R . XEIRK B T0, BIY-5 NCHARIE 3 A 52 BT 51
ELFAROG, 5 IR IS, TR S 2SR A & EFBLERH, “PIR1F (event)
7 ([3]:p.41), BF “Wp” fERmmtExt &, 180 H 2 HE AT MRS V)5 ZRA R E S (FH).
BT HRE, WHEEEL Y, BETHEE, FEEE Y- BETANSS), WhsahEes—
Y. FrU RSO3, RO ZY” ([3]:p.5). “HR” “HE” “UNFI)” F&NF(event)th,
se O TR A EIRIES), B S5 NOaER. TERE T AL “D7 52, FMENAR
M VEE S AR 0 R AR MM — MR, RAFTR R T R0, I “YIRIEH” MmN S,
HEAFERH—UNEsi AR RS, EXNEE, B EEOO)HEDRAGER . FYWRH
ES R BRI A Geoe X, Hi “OEPE” “O4NEE” “O04NE” o (H2, FRHE
TSR “RZPTEMERY)” M YRS i, B W SR I HERRAESL, e b, K
“O7 SRS BARRAEY . IR Y7 RS AFEIAR Y, AL Ear AT RES RE

! Bl (principle): H R HTH K T 2 I LARPLL 1038 RS, @R EAN: “H” (Principle) “ K ” (Heavenly Principle)k, “ #3( ” (Pattern)
&5, “H” (Principle)fl “RIEL” (Heavenly Principle)/2 ¥ LI &%

2.0 (heart-mind): /0 7E T PHEA T oG T2 (K8 S0, — BRI & 5 & AU AN KD 38 1) .0 (heart), 48 B4 B 4E NI AR 1K) 7.0 (mind),
BLEE T O(heart) Fl E (mind) [ h AR, T LASESC N heart-mind.

* R%(Innate knowledge): RA12 i THH K —MAZMRME, B—M5EERKEE ST ENEEMRAEERR,

¢
4l
e
il
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BEARRE. RIANIR W) ML S AR R SIR W, WARYE “ B2 PRFE(E =Y H5E S, SRR ZMIFER
BOEARPTHRIN & B IEAAAE, YR G, WRE, ZWR I AAER. EamEZARE, /M
WA TN VISR AL, R INAAALE B AR Z WA H 9 “ JfEZ”  Jiab
HNOAFEFE TR R BT RGN0 RER WA R 55— AN IR Z R [, B A7 A 45
PRIBR AR KPR L, “0sNEY)” arl T Ja R R MR SN IR R AT, 1%
BT ORI “CLANIEER” A AN ar B ORE R, U BRRIBIE L) 1 #Ei 04
W7 IR AL .

RUTYRM—S, TW—EHR, SO —. V40K 7 AR 2R B R Y “ Fik—<7 .
T A . IR B, LRI o, SR TIRG AR BT R 2 ATy — 14, B
“HY—ARZAZ B, mEHYE:

AW Rgm, hAE. K. B 68 R, 2F. K B BAAN R, ZRTRUAE, K B 6. LHEZE. K
Ho BAR, RIAA R, RATRAARNE, ERTHEARZ—K, ALABEZEHRL, RAS—ERZHA,
R @y % F By A 2R, & &0 %0 A0 Dl £ 5, BARR—K, HASHEEZE, BTUE
A BBEZE, BTAFK: RARK—XK, &iEAAER. ((3]:p.94)

MRS HmH AR, I 7 B, R AR R R BE, JE R TV I ¢ —
7 EABE T BRI AR Tl ARG MUY, % R ARBEHER
Ao TRASHPERS. RMTYEFEANLEN, B “FIL—=" Frilfe “Mid” , JFsoy—. HR%
“TRM—R7, IS NIRRT B AER BB A R AR SL R R, TR
KR — R K FR. £, X “—K” WFHERGH, ANbz “RY” MRFZRIZ “ Rk
A7, FETRREARRORSOELE, RTINS RSO, SR IR AT o T,
ERHBAG R ZMAERIBZ B AR GE TR PR R T 7 R $E 2, RAZMEMT,
FUERA Y. ERZER, KO S5YRIAT b sk, 1R85 i B AR 5 B A R Rt
AMUPR—NHI R A, 2R AR R H Pl EigiR, TR SRR BRI “Fit—=" “75%)
HNER—K” B,

LR, NEFEEVR. EREWINZ AR ST RIS, Fra AR 2 AR ORI
HAMAE, DO SENZTEH RGN — 0, WA, WmEe r 125, wirshken, %
WA AAAE S RE N AL T2 AMG “BEZH” » MARNZY. T B BEBEE TR
Ho PUAPTBEZ M. EORR AN, R Al — OIS A T N2 A 5 AL A
XR, FEAEMIF B 5 TR A B E% 5 AN A R R 8] AR A I %
W 5, ZEENAHOZ EERE R, ik, £EMBER, AYREELERIFE MR T
fFr, AR DA SR . AR (T I E TR T H R Gt b, AR YIRS B A T
¥, JE5S MR RER, X A b asE N, RITVREEATT RS S TN, Bt A e
HTEFEBAZY . ERWDT CORIE” “CLAMEEL” AN 0N T RIE B AL T X — R A T
B IR B LB b, BAREAGER. W AR MENE, CALS5YE
R, nE SRR MARNER, BB Z [ R ([3]:p.109). #EZ, 1“7 BEH T, 05K
Ve, TR K. FET 0L, CORIERY “COANEE” “OSNEY” R UIERRER), HEEREHES
B R AN — et i 847 5.

3. & FunctionREEHZ XA
(—) F: HIITIES. BUR. WEEh. RIF
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WIHTHTIA, A (ultimate reality) 0 & = Z 8 3 TR, — ANJFCE & A Bl i AR st 725 B
KOG R AL R . NEMNAERE, MRS &R T HI () — & BRAERF L
M. 1E4k - H(Substance-Function) IG5, AASLARBILED)Z “ASRUIMAFERI ARG, B T HAh S
VIMIAFAERIZR VG 51— 71, H (BCRETRE) 215 B S ARFE R R 08 () AR R, RO T2 ([4]:
p.38). #AJIEUL, FH(PIEE) AR TAR ARSI I/, It, FEREARIIDIRE. SR, Hi&.
TESIFAIR o d3E—2ul, H (IR SRR FR AR . IS R EFAR B . A BIAZH, PidEFH)
AT 8, HE TRIFREER . EARMA T B SR AAE . RA NG, AHH. Bk, 5%
FIE. AT p#E, ARHEBAERH, AHHLH A&,

(D) BERZXAR

1. A 5HMAERE. AASH

A FH R AH BARAA B AR I T W9 25 [E] IS A7, ANAT 0 8. RIAIREE IR H, AR F AR 2 T
[ B AAELE T 2 A, BRI R RN . st — M E K EE A NET S, 7 AR AHA.
Lo an G AR A SR B AT, AT IR AR B s A AT DR KRG, BN ROCRIT IR ETE.
AL AN, T BRI . A ROGIKT, FEARER AR BRI CHI A, 12 4 40 R B 1
[Fw, AHBE g, FOAHREZH, BAEIERSEZ AL s, RITGERHCAA,
EREFH, WERARERM . AT ES, R ARSI . (H2k5HKKRIFAR
=X, TR X2, BMARME— ), (HHMRZ R ShaS . ankT s RIS, K, BR T R&K
Jov FTFIBARII DI Z 58, SEAFERIA o TR S AR EAKAE . ARTorE], 0 i) 3 A4z 20 48
TN, ST TH, RRAAEE R, Wt JCEgA R BB 7, RSP TG
Frig B2 W), R JCIREE AL T, BN . B, ST 2Skdk), MR EITAHA), WK
O T EAE BT ()R R E W BB, KT ) e HE G B B D e () T A A s AN B A . DRI, AR — VR,
AT EAKAE, Ar5E.

g b, S AR EE T NS R . — 5T, O AR BT, (B a3
AFEME. WAEH, A NE, B0 B, PETEEZNNAAEEZFERE. 5H—I7m,
MR, HfEEd R AR BIE &, PRI AOB T4 JRATABEERA AR 5L B
M, BABRERA BN NEEAR. M52, AUauEE Hmmgie fIHEE, H0 b3 s A2
B, BMES Az tERE . ArT %], WE ZRBRA SRR RS, EERSHPCRY, BRTHEA
norEAL, RE S EEAR, HREHNARN G, FiESHRKRE X2,

FRHHUAILEER T 22 51 Dhae . WM, F52l—1&, BIfER g, X
IERXAH G EEMMH, WHE BTG T8 G2 82 i, 5 R AR &1 RIED
PURZEAE, AN REN AR SRR R 1 B R IS IR TR, axX e RATZ AR i R &K e R E
BEAEYE, REANGTIEMIRRE, XE2RAMZH. M2, REWENREARSNZTL S T30
(), FridshiE S RAMZHMNE, RIMZHNKIMNS). AaA5F. bl BEIANEKIEZ R HWZE
S, WHATNRFE . BN RAZARRA N, (HXF R AIE ) R R ged i B A7 B RS ) B Ep
RAIZ A SE . LRS-

REZ PRI, RAGENIMER—RE L, AELF, TUTHH, MBRASTASFTAFL, AR
TR EFH#H, mBA s THRABRBL, h#E, HBRIHL, SZARE L) THh#HL. BLHEL, 310 A
B, VRN BB EmAEsl;, NN RS —AmkEHi, TP AR, BPAHN, XMEET? AFRA

B

@, BTREHN, AmBRAEREAH L, LFAAR, BTATH, ARl REABL. ML, 0L
B, TP RELCEZFT, MEAZFTRENAREE L, CAERAZT, MALAZFRENATK
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Fh; RREAHH, mATAFHH»H L. ((3]:p.56)

FRHBIE AL SR 2, REIARAS T ] B CLAI R IX 70, Ao R AR (I BOR K A& 20 2
(K15 10 RAIZ P (I8 SRR ZUIRBNZS 1, ARSI R S AT 00 X RN IR A SEPs b, RAA
5 RAZ AR, PERETAH. HPaERNseR, B “Sihas, firash” o REAREE
RAZHS, Bl AR (RAAR)ECR(RAMZ S, Al BRAZHAE AT, frelck
(RAZFDZHHRE(RAANE), shpaie; Wikba M, AHaE; shash, sifaek Larktt.
RAZAM . shEp AR A SO R AR, MR TEAKAT . REL. A AR AR . ERUIRS
RN 2 B i 5% 2R R BR AR S PR R  AAR P MR P 50 2R RIS Y 5 0 3o 8 A A S Bk IR R 22 A PR )3 o EL A
WRAT DRI OCAR,  LRE IS SIS RANAAR I AN

2. A —: R R XA R a4

W 6] BRI . — AP A R E O, A& —, HIRIFARRESH
SEE, P IR ] X BE SR RIS JRAE 0, B0H WS UE A 1

FTAATEEATEBARE B, BANFREFCNNARAIR G EY, EH LMK, LEAAEGERE, 241
FR, b RAF R R, XERE S RMNBRN, HERAE; SRMNFEAN, kLT FE NI, KT
BARIAZAR, WEHRARZA . WML BT — TS 54h 5 A 5 A B A5 ([4]: p. 65)

AKX M. A5 AP BRI, HRIFAEWESER. WELAKHN, AT
A FANGETAR, RS TATE, ATEALETM. BORBIA R, ERESGRAT 8. AN A7
HEMBEK, Rba&, AR, B, CRESHRRRMEEN WX MAT 8, X556
VLIRS ([4]:p. 66). ERHHIRMAR R RIS S SR IR, flid: “EMkims, HEd, BAmS,
AEM: 2 AU o 7 (3]:p. 28) RIS IRATIRIR A o tART, FE2aEERp; J®RATRIEH]
TSRS, Rt et &aER T . KPR A7 o SRR AR REE, “ 2=
TEM, EHEFRW RH R, RROER (5]:p.582). XH, X U7 BOEARAEE OCHE, FREELL
Frdi) “—¥”7 2 R RRORT R U, RS T RAGR IR AN B AR T T A A
KR, TMiRdE F R, MEIRER” ((6]:p. 80). A —ARLE . AHE RS, BRE _EAWSE,
PrbA, Wi BARANE R AT 2y, (ESCARTT2p i, AR — N o R T

ERKFERE. 5, KEMEMRUEST T M, BHROER7 X —dmi R ER.
ORI A AE R R] B AR SRR, WIPRAFAEE 2 9 BBUA NN, “RUfE, RHHE.
WHRIZESEE” ([51:p. 119)e RIMAS I H AAAERS 8] A9 SG 5 R, P e — Rt E R &R iR s i
BN SUEARE, Ny, “ASImE AT, BRI 2GR R EBIEA Y, REXHAH]
KA R T REBUA A > de)a s RV —BUR AT, I 5K — R Eik, RIUMABRIHS, 1A
R, et gE . BIVREDH B iR B s R R AE A RS — R RVRI RIS, IR R IR A7, BT
JolEe WMEMME: « B ZRWWIER S0, S0 2RISR . HEY). 7
([3]: p. O)ERAE AR, RILH RIS WAt “ 37 (BMRZ ), 2«30 Bl kA NP a2 “ 37,
P —RFTR, Adeia. Bl AR B, sk, stim s, Mt e, RN,
—RAIYT ([6]:p. 105). B Z, FEEMBIER, hS5HMH 22 AR, B SR
Al

PR IR B AN AT 20 B LRI A ) 0 SR AR T B RNAT SR R (AT & ) I K an = F
E: “RIZHUIESRAL, WRAT: AT HIEEAL, B2 FOAT D RAAN AT - - EL AN ED i LUNAT
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ATAREZH . 7 ([3]: p. 3DRYE EFHBIIA & — 28, BESRXS AR ELAR AR AR 2 P A ST
A2 FR I LA 1 75 B NS 5 BURNRIE I RMT b A fescal,  BeRD “mRIpriE Nt . B
RIS AT BRI T B SRR B AT AT, BUYEIERR TS, Jbar, frhfam, =
FEAT R FR AR BTLL, FEERHBIARE, A R — AN B . RRaR il R, AT 2 (R B
BRI I, R R ANRER RN EEE B ot A B4R . AR ST, B Rz A7)
BSRE” WAEAT; WABERATENE MR EEER . A ERIRIAT, Bl AT R EIEL” SR . F1iR
KT N2 5 SRR B ATsl, AT 3h SOl RS MAEIUEIR . BE 2, FRATEIA AT
PALFRIR 55, # A AR 5 2 AR ThRE AT 1 L1 0 RO, W2 E AR D IeiBiE . — 1R
WX ZR, R—RAADEHFENETH. MbaET. T armmEs Az, shrhas—FE, W ItEAR
T A ERINEE R . FreL,  E RIS R R Bl DAL RIAT 5% 2R I e PR B R 5 — S [ 4k
HAFE .
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