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Abstract

“Exploitation” signifies the unequal transfer of value. Both digital labor exploitation and 19th-cen-
tury industrial exploitation fundamentally manifest capital’s appropriation of surplus value, yet
they demonstrate significant differences in forms of exploitation and technological logic. The com-
monalities lie in both achieving capital accumulation by appropriating surplus value created by la-
borers, while workers remain in relatively disadvantaged positions, facing labor alienation and un-
equal rights. The distinctions emerge in the mediation of exploitation, with digital labor exhibiting
greater concealment in its exploitative mechanisms. This represents a shift from the physical disci-
pline of Taylorist factories to algorithmic domination, and from the monopoly of tangible produc-
tion materials to data-driven hegemony. Both forms of exploitation reveal the exploitative essence
of capitalist production relations. However, digital labor exploitation, characterized by its global-
ized and atomized nature, is actively reshaping the manifestations of class contradictions and the
paradigms of social governance.
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Figure 1. Technological innovation facilitates comprehensive productivity enhancement
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