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Abstract

The “Apology” is an outstanding representative of Plato’s early dialogues, recording the process of
Socrates’ trial. The Delphic oracle, as the most authoritative religious prophecy in ancient Greece,
was a medium of communication between gods and humans, and had a profound impact on various
aspects of society. However, it declined due to various reasons. Socrates cleverly quoted the oracle
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in his defense, proving his innocence, possessing divine wisdom, and defending his mission. He re-
alized the wisdom of “self-knowledge and ignorance”, which means recognizing the limitations of
his own knowledge. The concept of “self-knowledge and ignorance” inspires us to learn to reflect
and examine our lives in order to gain a deeper understanding of ourselves. It encourages us to
think independently, rather than going with the flow, and to question things, maintaining an open
attitude towards authority and tradition.
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