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Abstract

In The Republic, Plato’s “Metaphor of the Cave” serves as a thought experiment imbued with rich philo-
sophical implications. This metaphor employs a fable-like structure to reveal its core logic, construct-
ing a cognitive pathway of “prisoners’ predicament—initial awakening—quest for truth—philoso-
pher’s mission”. It has profoundly influenced Western traditional thought in terms of epistemological
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logic and political philosophy. The allegory illustrates how humanity, through a “turn of the soul”,
breaks free from the constraints of sensory experience to confront truth directly. By emphasizing
the objectivity and transcendence of truth, it established the Western philosophical paradigm of
pursuing transcendent truth.
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o WA NG AESE E R, b Z BTAETR RN E B — DA BN, BUER BN A R HE, fh—Ex
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