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Abstract

The theory of alienated labor constitutes the core ideology of Marx’s “Economic and Philosophical
Manuscripts of 1844”. As a theoretical weapon, it critiques such social phenomena as labor enslave-
ment and material domination in capitalist societies. Although the living conditions of the working
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class have evolved significantly with global development and social changes since Marx wrote the
Manuscripts, the problem of labor alienation persists in contemporary production and life under
different guises, hindering the free and all-around development of human beings. Marx’s theory of
alienated labor still offers crucial practical insights for addressing current social issues.
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