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Abstract

The relationship between ren and rites in the Confucian ethical system constitutes the core structure
of the value system of traditional Chinese culture. As the principle of internal moral self-discipline,
ren highlights the inherent goodness of human nature through the practice of self-cultivation and
emphasises the warmth and care of the individual for the group; and as the external institutional norm,
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rites take the pattern of order as the framework and reconstruct the social order through the prac-
tice of rituals such as crowns, marriages, funerals and sacrifices. By examining the concrete practice
of the idea of benevolence and rites in the grassroots society, this paper finds that benevolence pro-
vides a moral foundation for rites, while rites provide specific guidelines for the practice of benev-
olence, and the two are complementary and mutually constraining. In traditional societies, the ten-
sion in the relationship between benevolence and propriety has had a profound impact on moral
construction. In the process of modern social transformation, this unique way of thinking about eth-
ics still has important reference value and is of positive significance to the construction of a contem-
porary ethical value system.
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