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Abstract

Ecological civilization as the eternal theme of social development, under the dual context of
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intensifying global ecological crises and deepening ecological civilization construction, investigat-
ing the corresponding nature between Marxist ecological thought and Confucian ecological thought
has emerged as a significant academic pursuit. The Marxist framework, grounded in historical ma-
terialist natural philosophy, emphasizes the “dialectical unity between humanity and nature,” ad-
vocating institutional transformation to eliminate ecological alienation caused by capitalist logic.
Meanwhile, Confucian philosophy, centered on the concepts of “harmony between heaven and hu-
manity” and “benevolence towards people and care for all beings”, promotes sustainable develop-
ment through ethical cultivation, epitomized by the principle of “seasonal harvesting and moderate
utilization”. Both systems demonstrate shared commitments to revering natural laws, respecting
ecological integrity, and critiquing anthropocentrism. This study conducts a tripartite analysis en-
compassing philosophical foundations, practical wisdom, and ethical values to elucidate their cor-
responding nature. Methodologically, it examines both divergences and complementarities be-
tween these paradigms, aiming to provide theoretical substantiation and practical paradigms for
China’s socialist ecological civilization construction and global ecological governance.
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