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Abstract

Wang Yangming constructed a unique ethical paradigm in his system of teleology, establishing the
Divine Principle as the ultimate basis for moral metaphysics while deconstructing the rationality of
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human sensual desires. This idea is concentrated in the ethical practice proposition of “keeping the
reason and removing the desire”, which emphasizes the transcendental domination of the moral
essence over the empirical desires, and that the Divine Principle is not only the embodiment of the
natural laws of the universe, but also the supreme criterion of human behavior, which is specifically
expressed in the four aspects of keeping the middle and removing the bias, keeping the public and
removing the private, keeping the clear and removing the obscurity, and keeping the good and remov-
ing the evil. In Wang Yangming’s view, man and nature should be in a harmonious and symbiotic re-
lationship, which is not only a need for survival, but also a moral pursuit. At the same time, when
constructing the system of the theory of mind, Yangming explained the dialectical and unifying re-
lationship between the subject and the natural object, as well as between empirical desire and moral
essence from the ontological dimension. His thought not only reveals the holistic structure of “the
oneness of all things” in the existential sense, but also integrates human desires into the formal on-
tology of the Divine Principle through the theoretical paradigm of “heaven and man are one and the
same”. Wang Yangming’s eco-ethical thinking provides a practical and ideal eco-ethical framework
torealize the harmonious coexistence of human beings and nature through personal cultivation and
improvement of the social system.
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