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Abstract

Labor products are the externalization of the objective essential power of laborers. They not only
display the creativity of labor and the relationship between laborers and nature but also embody
the social nature of labor. The self-affirmation of labor needs to be achieved through social recog-
nition and market exchange, and its social realization relies on social relations. The division-of-la-
bor system leads to the separation between producers and demanders, and this alienation is mani-
fested in the fourfold stipulations of labor. Labor originates from meeting the needs of others.
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Through this process, individual labor becomes a social “existence for others”, enabling laborers to
realize both their self-worth and social value. In the capitalist system, although money transforms
individual labor into social labor, this realization is limited and alienated, hindering the compre-
hensive realization of the social nature of labor. The principle of distribution according to needs in
a communist society will eliminate alienation, allowing labor to return to its essence and become a
conscious, free, all-round, and cooperative activity, thus achieving the conscious and full manifesta-
tion of the social nature of labor.
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