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Abstract

As the representative work of John Stuart Mill’s utilitarian thought, Utilitarianism encapsulates
his revision and theoretical advancement of the Benthamite tradition. By introducing a qualitative
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distinction among pleasures—differentiating mental from bodily pleasures—Mill enriched the ethi-
cal framework of the “greatest happiness principle” with a hierarchical conception of well-being.
This innovation not only addressed criticisms branding utilitarianism as a “philosophy for swine,”
but also endowed the theory with a humanistic depth by underscoring the superiority of intellectual
pleasures. Furthermore, Mill directly confronts objections concerning the attainability of happiness
and the supposed reductionism of moral evaluation, arguing that many critiques stem from concep-
tual misunderstandings and a partial attribution of ethical dilemmas to utilitarianism. While Mill’s
account does not fully escape the limitations inherent to consequentialism, his contributions re-
main intellectually significant. His version of utilitarianism serves as both alandmark in the history
of Western moral philosophy and an enduring source of reflection on the nature of the good life.
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