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Abstract

Confucius, Mencius, and Xunzi, three great Confucian scholars, initially sought active engagement in
worldly affairs but, failing to achieve their goals, shifted their focus to the field of education. Ground-
ing their educational philosophies in human nature, they respectively proposed the theories of “Hu-
man nature is similar, but habits make it diverge,” “Innate Goodness of Human Nature,” and “Innate
Evil of Human Nature.” By deriving ethical principles from these views on human nature and estab-
lishing an educational foundation centered on enlightenment and proper human relations, they ad-
vocated moral education, striving to cultivate junzi (gentlemen) capable of governing the state and
maintaining personal integrity, thereby realizing their political ideals. Thus, Confucianism, represented
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by Confucius, Mencius, and Xunzi, developed a humanistic educational philosophy based on theories
of human nature, aimed at regulating social ethics and nurturing morally and intellectually accom-
plished individuals. This philosophy continues to influence contemporary thought on character ed-
ucation.
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