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Abstract

In the process of capital’s relentless pursuit of profit, Marx astonishingly discovered the alienated
essence underlying social operations and began his critique of capitalism starting from labor alienation

XESI: BEE HNRARNEEGF: DS REZERLEIS A POD). B8R, 2025, 14(7): 205-214.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2025.147360


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.147360
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.147360
https://www.hanspub.org/

B

within the phenomenon of alienation. As a Western Marxist, Herbert Marcuse, building upon Marx’s
critique of alienation, revealed how capital, with the “assistance” of science and technology, controls
society—resulting in a one-dimensional society. Faced with this one-dimensional society shaped by
consumption alienation, Marcuse’s critique is multidimensional. He not only observed consumption
alienation arising from labor alienation and technological abuse but also foresaw the ecological al-
ienation caused by consumption alienation. Thus, Marcuse proposed establishing a new sensibility
and a new technological outlook, aiming to transcend consumption alienation. Taking Marcuse’s the-
ory of consumption alienation as an example, clarifying the process through which Marcuse’s theory
reveals and critiques consumption alienation is essential for demystifying consumption alienation
and establishing a healthy consumer society.
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