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Abstract

The “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844” is a core text by Marx in his early period ana-
lyzing capitalist society. In this work, Marx critically assimilates the central viewpoints of Hegel,
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Feuerbach, and Hess, and creatively proposes the theoretical framework of the “Fourfold Characteri-
zation of Alienated Labor,” laying a crucial foundation for the historical materialist theoretical sys-
tem. This paper first traces the intellectual origins of Marx’s theory of alienated labor, then proceeds
to analyze the four manifestations of alienation in detail: The first level is the alienation of the worker
from the product of labor, where what the worker produces becomes a force that oppresses them;
the second level is the alienation within the labor process, where work is reduced to a coerced means
of survival; the third level is the alienation of humans from their species-essence, as the uniquely
human creative activity degenerates into animalistic existence; the fourth level is the alienation of
human relations, giving rise to the fundamental antagonism between the bourgeoisie and the pro-
letariat. Through this progressive four-tiered analysis, the paper ultimately reveals how the capi-
talist system systematically deprives humans of their essential freedom through the relations of
production.
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