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Abstract

Comparative analyses of Marxist philosophy and Chinese philosophy have attracted much attention
in the field of philosophy since the proposal of "the second combination”". However, the current re-
search resources in the academic circle focus more on their genetic origin, value manifestation and
realisation path, while the comparison of their basic concepts is still very rare. This research ten-
dency, though helpful in grasping the overall characteristics of the two philosophies at a macro
level, neglects in-depth analyses at the conceptual level, which, as the basic unit of philosophical
thinking, is a way to understand the differences and commonalities between the two philosophical
systems. The article discusses the ontological connotations of the “praxis” conception of Marxist
philosophy and the “shi” conception of Chinese philosophy, as well as their similarities and differ-
ences. Marxist and Chinese philosophies are similar in many aspects, especially in their ontology,
which emphasises the reality and dynamics of praxis. However, the two philosophies differ greatly
in their philosophical foundations and connotations. The ontology of “praxis” in Marxist philosophy
is based on historical materialism, which advocates the transformation of social relations through
praxis and emphasises the revolutionary and critical nature of material production activities, while
the concept of “shi” in Chinese philosophy is rooted in the concept of “Unity of Heaven and Human-
ity”. The Chinese philosophical concept of “shi” is rooted in the cosmology of "the unity of heaven
and mankind", and advocates the practice of “shi” to achieve harmony between heaven and man-
kind and the stability of the social order. From this point of view, Marxism philosophy emphasises
material production and social change, while Chinese philosophy is more concerned with personal
cultivation, ethics and the unity of heaven and humanity. Such differences reflect the different ori-
entations of the two philosophical traditions in terms of worldview and practical path.
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