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Abstract

John Rawls characterizes his conception of justice as “justice as fairness,” thereby restricting the
application of the principles of justice to the basic structure of society and excluding individual choices
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in everyday life from its domain. In Rescuing Justice and Equality, G. A. Cohen criticizes this limita-
tion by challenging Rawls’s incentive-based justification and responding to the basic structure ob-
jection. Cohen argues that justice should not be confined to coercive institutional arrangements but
must also encompass a moral ethos that guides individuals’ daily decisions. Based on Rawls’s origi-
nal arguments and Cohen’s critiques, this paper analyzes the limitations of Rawlsian theory and seeks
to highlight Cohen’s vision of socialist equality as part of the broader pursuit of human freedom and
comprehensive emancipation.
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